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Abstract
Louisiana has experienced numerous racial cases in history, recording the highest crime rate in the United States. The cases of antagonism and discrimination in the state can be explained by using functionalism theory which emphasizes the social units in society and how they have contributed to the continued racial cases. It also looks at the social grouping in the state and how they have continued to exist despite the continued pressure of merging these groupings. Racism is harmful to society, and thus there is a need to address this inequality. The rise of humanitarian organizations in the state is seen as an attempt to fight the vice and introduce equality. Despite the increased attempts to eliminate inequality in Louisiana, the systems in the state develop a new mechanism of maintaining the vice. This is explained by the introduction of mass incarceration that has seen more black Americans jailed for a crime they have not done. 

Racism in Louisiana
Racism is a world vice that has affected people of colour across the globe. The practice involves discrimination, antagonism, and prejudice of people, community, or institution against other people based on their colour or ethnicity. Racism has been a great challenge to people of colour, and this has limited their access to facilities and even government services. In the United States, the practice is traced back to the slave trade and slavery in the plantations and has existed over the years and evolved to reach modern forms of racism. Louisiana has a deep history of racism that has been lived from the time of slavery through civil wars and reconstruction periods and reached its status of modern racism termed systematic racism. Systematic racism has been associated with the police who use the law against discrimination to kill, arrest and align black Americans before juries for trials even if they are innocent. Although the federal law is clear about racism, it leaves a loophole that police have exploited to carry out the vice on black Americans. The act of using this loophole has seen more African Americans in Louisiana be jailed under the mass incarceration policy that is made to arrest and imprison all criminals (Dyer et al., 2019). 
This social problem in Louisiana State can be explained using the functionalism theory. The theory is based on the aspects of a community that plays a significant role in ensuring harmony. These aspects include roles, norms, roles, and roles in shaping society (Schmitter & Lefkofridi 2016). As such, functionalism theory views a society as a system with institutions guided by norms and roles, and this institution should function normally to ensure the success of the society. Also, functionalism theory says that a phenomenon in society should positively impact society, and the contribution of the phenomenon is essential to society. As such, the institutions in society should ensure the maintenance of society's social structure and the units involved. Using functionalism theory, racism in Louisiana and interplay between the police and citizen contributes to society. This can be shown by the functional and dysfunctional aspects of racism in the state of Louisiana. Also, it can be discussed under the institutions involved in ensuring justice of criminals in the state, that is, the police, courts, and correctional agencies in the country. 
The majority and dominant group in Louisiana are the whites, who make 80% of the population. In comparison, the coloured people make up only 20% of the population, with most of the 20% being blacks. As such, most offices in the justice systems are occupied by whites. The juries and police officials are mainly white. The justice system in Louisiana is a social institution that should provide justice to the community. According to functionalism theory, the activities of an institution like the justice systems in-country should have a positive impact on society (Cansinos 2020). In Louisiana State, the justice system failed due to racism. People in the state cannot receive justice due to discrimination practised by the juries and police officers who are mainly white, and they hate the blacks. Even with white offending the blacks, the black is sentenced while the white is given freedom when aligned before a jury. The police in Louisiana, who are part of the justice system in the state, practice racism of a higher level that involves bending the law and accusing the blacks of crimes they have not committed. The federal law on racism says all Americans are equal regardless of race, ethnicity, or religion. No one should be discriminated against or involuntarily or voluntarily engage in slavery except when slavery is used to punish crime. The police in Louisiana have taken advantage of the exception of the law to discriminate against the coloured people and thus hindered their attempt to seek justice. Justice in Louisiana depends on your skin colour and relationship with the sitting jury. According to functionalism theory, delaying justice is a dysfunction of racism in the state.
Racism in Louisiana has led to humanitarian movements that agitate for equality in the state. These organizations are determined to end the prolonged period of breaching human rights in the state. For many years, African Americans have been overlooked by the social institutions in the state, and the case of murder of African Americans has been common. African Americans in the state are treated as criminals, and thus the police use their weapons against them. Police in Louisiana kill black Americans for no apparent reason, and therefore the humanitarian organizations have taken action to fight for human rights and equality in the state. Although racism is negative to society, it has united people to fight for their rights and unity among them. Also, this can be seen in the unity presented by the different races in the state. Also, racism in the state has promoted the social structure in the society that involves the grouping of the state. Each race associates and defends their race and thus maintaining the organization of the society. While other states have experienced reconstruction of the social structure in their communities, Louisiana has maintained its system with only limited interaction allowed wee nth races (Walker et al. 2016).
Another dysfunction of racism experienced in Louisiana is insecurity in the state. The blacks are the poorest group in society, and this has caused violence in the community. For many years, the blacks have been undermined, discriminated and oppressed. This has made most of the African Americans remain poor and thus had to look for survival tactics. This resulted in an increased crime rate in the states. Louisiana has recorded the highest crime rights in the United States over the years. This has been shown by the increased numbers of African Americans in the state’s prisons and correctional facilities (Lehman et al., 2016). Also, the state has recorded increased cases of murder, some committed by the police, but the majority comes from civilians. Instead of reporting crimes to the police, the civilians in Louisiana assume exercise justice on their own and fail to involve the police due to lack of trust. They also have access to illegal weapons, and this has increased the crime rate in the state.  According to functionalism theory, these vices in the Louisiana community are caused by the failure of justice institutions to carry their duties effectively. Thus instead of posing a positive impact on society, it is posing adverse effects. According to the law, there is a need to align these institutions and ensure they carry out their duties. 
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